CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FOURTH ICRP DIALOGUE MEETING
"REHABILITATION OF LIVING CONDITIONS AFTER THE FUKUSHIMA ACCIDENT"
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“After all, isn’t it true that what most people really want is to continue living their lives, and
that they are willing and able (sometimes with a little guidance) to help make that happen?”
ICRP Publication 111
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The Fourth Dialogue Meeting on the rehabilitation of living conditions after the Fukushima
accident was attended by about forty participants from Fukushima Prefecture, representatives
of national authorities, representatives of the city of Date, local teachers and professionals,
local and national media, concerned NPOs and stakeholders of local communities, scientists
from universities and national institutes, representatives of Norwegian and French
organisations with direct experience in managing long-term consequences of the Chernobyl
accident, of the International Commission on Radiological Protection and of the Committee
on Radiation Protection and Public Health of the OECD Nuclear Energy Agency. Several tens
of observers from civil societies, both from the Fukushima Prefecture and outside were in
attendance. Also present were interested citizens of Date and nearby areas.
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The First Dialogue in November 2011 fostered a useful discussion among stakeholders on the
situation in the affected areas and on their concerns.
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In February 2012, during the Second Dialogue, participants recognized progress in
understanding the situation, and the value in sharing experience on the rehabilitation of living
conditions in the affected areas. They also voiced serious concerns regarding the situation.
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The Third Dialogue Meeting, held in July 2012, focused primarily on the complex problem of
contaminated foodstuffs and allowed all concerned parties, including producers, distributers
and consumers, to have a constructive dialogue on strategies and management procedures to
improve the quality of products and to regain the confidence of consumers.
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This Fourth Dialogue focused on the education of children at school using knowledge gained
through the first three Dialogues. The following key issues summarise the sessions held over
the two days, and the conclusions of the Dialogue:
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1. The participants stressed the importance of disseminating “practical radiation protection
culture” to the children but also to the teachers and the parents. They underlined the difficult
task of teachers who must pass knowledge and know-how new to them, and in the context of
the social debate in Japan.
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2. There was general consensus that the official teaching material is not sufficient for the task
at hand, especially in affected areas, where there is a need for more practical material that
reflects real-life situations.
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3. There was a shared view among the participants that the development of radiation
protection culture is not only a matter of science: it also includes ethical and cultural
considerations. Education of students about radiation protection culture is empowering them
to act wisely in everyday life with regard the contamination, and to take control of their own
lives.
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4. The participants underlined that developing radiation protection culture in the affected
territories, and particularly among children and youth, was an important factor in improving
living conditions. This development is strongly linked to radiation monitoring allowing each
individual to know where, when and how she or he is exposed, and to act accordingly to
control exposure.
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5. Children from Fukushima have lived through a dramatic experience, but one which must
not be forgotten. Although painful this experience, as emphasized by a participant, is also
“precious” and must be passed on to future generations and shared with the rest of the world.
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6. The participants feared that children will experience discrimination because they are from
Fukushima.
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7. The participants stressed the importance of preserving the memory and experience of the
accident with its hardships and sacrifices but also the positive aspects, the bright dreams and
discovery of beauty. They invited to reflect on the values which are at the basis of "living
together" in the Fukushima Prefecture and in the whole Japan and on the way to go forward.
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In conclusion the participants recommended that:
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1. The existing and future teaching materials should be 'contextualised' and developed
together with local stakeholders in order to move from education on radiation to practical
radiation protection culture.
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2. The transmission of the experience and lessons of the accident should be based on a "co-
expertise" approach, the networking of stakeholders, and the development of places to share
this experience and lessons.
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3. It is important to maintain links with the rest of Japan and whole of the world and to
acknowledge the efforts of the citizens of Fukushima to work towards returning to normal
living conditions.
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4. Participants considered it important to share with the children the current problems and to
address the challenges for the future.
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Words from the Dialogue
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“In contaminated areas, education about radiation is education about life.”
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“To feel secure and to be safe are two different things.”
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“The students love where they come from and they want to go back home.”
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“Education is not just about science, but also about art and literature, and about real life.
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“Parents ask that we teach about the danger of radiation, not just the good side.”
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“We cannot forget. We must think of what happened and move forward.”
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“Seek moments of joy.”
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“The children understand what we are facing, in their own way.”
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“The evacuation of litate was terrible. Our lives have been shattered. People have died. We
do not know when we will be able to return. We must join together to solve the problems that
remain. Do not forget litate,”
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