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Akihiko Hirono

Yamakiya, Kawamata Town,
Fukushima

Farmer / Member of Abukuma Cut
Flower Group
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At the time of the nuclear accident, I
was training at a flower market in
Tokyo.

Just before joining my family’s
lisianthus farming business,
evacuation orders were issued for
Yamakiya.
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After the Accident & Today

Unable to continue farming locally,
I worked full-time at a flower market in Tokyo,
gaining experience in distribution.

In 2015, I returned to Yamakiya.

I now grow lisianthus, rice, and winter spinach.
While lisianthus faced little reputational damage,
shipment volumes has not yet returned to pre-
disaster levels.

Decontaminated rice paddies have been restored.
However, the area of paddy fields entrusted to
others has increased, partly due to the original
owners becoming elderly.

Rice remains subject to government radiation
testing, though I hope this will end next year.
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Challenges, Community & Culture

Labor shortages remain a challenge as my farming
business expands.

I work to attract and support new farmers.

Since 2020, I have served on the Kawamata Town
Migration and Settlement Committee,

becoming its chair in 2025.

I am also involved in preserving Yamakiya’s
traditional Three-Lion Dance.

As a leader of one of the two local groups,

I seek new ways to pass the tradition on,

including welcoming children living outside the area
as performers.



