
TASK GROUP 97
Application of the Commission’s 
Recommendations for Surface and Near 
Surface Disposal of Solid Radioactive Waste

To prepare a publication that describes and clarifies the 
application of the Commission’s recommendations for the 
protection of the public and workers and the environment 
as applicable to surface and near surface disposal of 
radioactive waste.

2022 Q4
Draft approval for public consultation
2023 Q4
Public consultation completed
2023 Q3
Draft for approval for publication

Mandate

Timeline

Life Cycle of Near Surface Disposal Facility

Recommended Radiological Criteria and Objectives for Near-surface Disposal

Goals and Objectives

 • Explore the application of the graded approach in 
implementing protection principles and advice in all facets 
of a facility’s life cycle, based on hazard posed and degree 
of waste isolation

 • Consult with regulators, implementers and relevant 
stakeholder’s concerning the practical implementation of 
the Commission’s recommendations

 • Provide recommendations for how the fundamental 
radiation protection principles are to be applied over the 
life cycle of surface and near surface disposal including 
transition from planned exposure to existing exposure 
situation in the case of a loss  
of institutional control

 • Develop report for publication in the Annals of the ICRP 
and materials for ICRPaedia 

Example of surface-level nuclear waste disposal

Scan QR code for Task 
Group page or visit: 
www.icrp.org/icrp_group.asp?id=89


